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O U R  M I S S I O N 

The people of Immanuel 

Lutheran Church are living 

proof of the grace of God 

through salvation in Jesus 

Christ. Empowered by Christ, 

our mission is to reach out in 

love to those who have not yet 

responded to the Gospel that 

all may be united in Christ. 

School Mission  

The Mission of Immanuel 

Lutheran School is to pro-

vide a loving atmosphere of 

academic excellence for 

children while developing 

in them and their families a 

lasting relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 

(More photos on Page 3) 

Lutherans for Life - Regional Conference - Northeast 
Held at Immanuel on Saturday, September 14. 

Immanuelôs Central CT Lutherans for Life members with Pastor Karner and Pastor Joel Kotila. 

German Festival photos on Pages 7 and 9 

A heartfelt THANK YOU to 

all the amazing volunteers who 

carved out time from their busy 

schedules to serve at this yearôs 

German Fest! Your dedication 

made this event a tremendous 

success. We were blessed with 

food servers, order takers, 

kitchen preppers and workers 

in two very busy kitchens, 

grillers, cake bakers, pretzel 

bakers, bier pourers, runners, 

dishwashers, ticket sellers, setup and takedown crews, festival planners, Kinderland coordinators and work-

ers, and many more who stepped up for whatever was needed. Your willingness to lend a hand, no matter 

the task, truly made a difference. We couldn't have done it without you!  Now itôs time to stayed tuned for 

details on this yearôs volunteer thank you event that will be held in October. Godôs blessings and gratitude 

to each of you! ~ German Festival Committee 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. ð 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

ñThe Turtleò 
He shall bruise your head, and you shall 

bruise his heel. Genesis 3:15b 

Some of you may not think a story about a 

turtle is appropriate for an October / 

Reformation Day newsletter article. While 

what follows doesnôt speak about Martin 

Luther, it does address the doctrine of  

salvation by grace alone that was so  

important to the famous Reformer.  

Our story begins with an unnamed man 

who felt sorry for a turtle. 

The man lives in Florida, and was on  

Interstate 75, when he saw a turtle trying 

to make his way across the road.  Any-

body who drives that highway knows the 

turtleôs chance of success was minimal. 

Feeling sorry for the reptile the man 

picked it up and took it safely to the other 

side. 

Does the story sound familiar?  It ought 

to.  The turtleôs story has a lot in common 

with our own. 

You see, the Lord, like the Florida man 

looking at the turtle, saw that we were go-

ing to fail in our attempt to get over to the 

other side.  Like the man from Florida, the 

Lord graciously decided to do what we 

couldnôt.  The Lordôs help came in the 

Person of Jesus who left the comforts and 

joys of heaven to come to earth where He 

fulfilled the Law for us, resisted tempta-

tion for us, and did everything necessary 

to deliver us safely. 

But thereôs more to the story. 

As the man from Florida delivered the  

turtle to the other side of Highway 75, he 

was struck by an Eastern Diamondback 

Rattlesnake.  Experts say it takes 70  

milligrams of rattlesnake venom to affect 

the human body.  The Eastern Diamond-

back can inject 800 milligrams of venom 

in a single bite.  The turtle-helper was 

raced to the hospital where he was treated. 

You see the comparison. 

In Genesis 3:15, the Lord gave to our an-

cestors the first promise of a Savior.  He 

let Adam and Eve know the day would 

come when Satan, sin and death would be 

destroyed, and they would be delivered. In 

His promise the Lord also shared the cost 

of salvation would come at a great price.  

To save us, Jesus ï like our Florida man ï 

would be struck down. 

Of course, thereôs a major difference be-

tween these stories.  Unlike the Florida 

man who never knew he was at risk, Jesus 

was fully aware that saving us meant He 

would suffer and die.  The man from  

Florida mightôve done things differently if 

he had known that snake was in the grass.  

Thatôs unlike our Savior who set His face 

to the cross and graciously laid down His 

life so we could be saved. 

Sola gratia. Saved ñby grace aloneò. 

Thatôs one of the foundations of the 

Reformation. 

We arenôt saved because of anything we 

could do ... but only because of what  

Jesus was willing to do.  Itôs a message 

the world doesnôt want you to hear; itôs a 

message Satan tries to corrupt, but saved 

by grace alone remains the only way you, 

I, and humanity can be forgiven and 

saved. 
 

Pastor Karner 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
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Immanuel welcomes  

through the rite of Holy Baptism  

Elizabeth Joan Beaudoin  

Daughter of Ethan and Mary Beaudoin  

Baptized on September 15, 2024  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Church  News  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Called Home to Heaven  

Z 

Verna A. Koehn  

/gn]eZ]j âæ· áéâé Î 4]hl]eZ]j á· âàâä 

Z 

Robert Kirschner  

%][]eZ]j âã· áéâå Î 4]hl]eZ]j â· âàâä 

Z 

Vernon C. Koch  

+YfmYjq áç· áéãé Î 4]hl]eZ]j é· âàâä 

Youth Group 

 The youth of Immanuel will once again be 
collecting your returnable cans and bottles  

during the month of OCTOBER! 
 Please leave them in the kitchen near the 

gym.  Thank you for your support! 

October Bottle Return 

 

Women of Immanuel 

ñTake Homeò Bake Sale 

 We generated $532 at our bake sale.  Thank you to 

everyone who baked those wonderful desserts.   

Remember, proceeds will go to help others.   
CCtLFL members Karen & Carl Cecil, Pastor Karner and 

Executive Director of National Lutherans for Life, Rev. 

Michael Salemink 

Judy Green registering at the conference 

Lutherans for 

Life - Regional 

Conference  

photos by  

Marilyn Stone 
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Also this month in our school gym, on Friday, October 18 

there will be the Annual Sauerkraut Supper, so remember 

to buy your tickets to support our school. 

Next month on Thursday, November 7 we will celebrate 

our group's Anniversary with the traditional Soup & Sand-

wich Lunch.  It's over 25 years that we have been having 

these Senior Lunches for you to enjoy. Our program "Oh, 

My Aching Back" will welcome back our friends from  

Select Physical Therapy to help us. 

In December be sure to save the date on your calendar for 

our annual Christmas Party at Max 4 Restaurant on Middle 

St. on Thursday, December 5. We are looking for your 

help in presenting some entertainment for our party - per-

haps many talented people can tell jokes, or be singers or 

magicians or musicians. Let Julie Follo know what hidden 

talent you have to add to the our noontime Christmas party. 

 

 From your  

 

Many of us today face challenging situations.   

What a comfort to know we can turn to our Lord  

anytime, day or night.  The Holy Bible reassures us 

that all things are possible if we believe.  God show-

ers us daily with His Grace and Mercy, none of which 

we deserve. 

Jesus died on that cross and forgave all our sins and 

rose again on the third day.  So we can live with him 

eternally.  What a blessing!!  What more do we need. 

Anyone requesting a visit please call my cell phone  

and leave a message at 860-877-0022. 

CARDS ï Every Monday at 1:00 pm. in the Parish 

Center.  Open to all adults.  Please join us for an  

afternoon of laughs.  

WALK AND TALK ï Every Tuesday at 9:30 am. in 

the Parish Center.  Open to all adults.  Please join us.  

LUNCHEON ï Tuesday, October 8, at 12:30 at 

BARC.  Bring a Friend.  All are welcome.  

WOMENôS BIBLE STUDY ï Tuesday, October 15, 

and 29 at noon in the Parish Center.  Please join us 

and bring your lunch. 

Godôs Blessings, 

Roberta Kuhr, 

Parish Nurse 

Photos from our Oktoberfest on Thursday, October 3 lunch for our "over age 50" crowd. 
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The Immanuel Lutheran Church Digital Photography Club 

    RoadTrip -  Fall Foliage in New England  

Take Time to Savor HIS Creation 

ñThe days get shorter and the New England fall foliage begins its 

change from green to crimson, orange, and gold. Hot coffee takes on 

new meaning when crisp mornings herald the approaching autumn. 

A morning walk by nearby ponds and lakes takes on a mysterious 

feeling with wisps of fog rising from the water.ò    J. Foliage  

Join us! On the first 
Tuesday of each month, at 

7:00pm in the Parish Center. 
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In Remembrance of Vern Koch 

Grateful, Thankful, and Blessed 

Funeral reception on Saturday, September 28  

My thanks to all who helped with the funeral reception of our dear friend Vern Koch.  Thanks to those who came on Friday to set 

up the tables and chairs and to Joan and Warren Kirschner who brought beautiful flower arrangements from their gardens.  How 

beautiful the gym looked!!  Thanks to the wonderful cooks and bakers for the delicious variety of food we shared.  Thanks to the 

kitchen crew for setting up and cleaning up.  Thanks to the fellows who shared memories of Vern and to all who shared  

memories with each other.  Thanks to the take down crew.  The Immanuel Family is an amazing group that always comes  

together when needed.  God bless all of you.  Thank you!  Claudia Bishop   
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German  

Festival 

 

photos by  
Eric Larson 


