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O U R  M I S S I O N 

The people of Immanuel 

Lutheran Church are living 

proof of the grace of God 

through salvation in Jesus 

Christ. Empowered by Christ, 

our mission is to reach out in 

love to those who have not yet 

responded to the Gospel that 

all may be united in Christ. 

School Mission  

The Mission of Immanuel 

Lutheran School is to pro-

vide a loving atmosphere of 

academic excellence for 

children while developing 

in them and their families a 

lasting relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 

Young-At-Heart Christmas Party 
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Immanuelôs Pre-k 3 and 4 Christmas Program 

(See Young-At-Heart on Pages 4 & 5) 
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From the Pastorõs Desk 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. ð 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in it. Ps 118:24 

Iôve got good news and Iôve got bad news. 

First, let me give you the bad news. The bad 

news is there is a lot to feel dreadful about in 

the month of January. For example, you might 

have noticed the news is filled with stories 

concerning the housing crisis (for younger 

families), the retirement crisis (for older  

families), the cold and inclement weather,  

rising prices, and more. 

To that general list you might add your own 

personal difficulties. 

Things are so bad you may not be surprised to 

hear Dr. Cliff Arnall, a researcher for Cardiff 

University, has decided January is the darkest 

month of the year. Factoring in things like the 

weather, consumer debt left over from the hol-

idays, and the collapse of most peopleôs New 

Yearôs resolutions, Dr. Arnall says he has been 

able to identify January as the most depressing 

month of 2025. 

Even more, he says he can pick out the worst 

day of the year. 

Thatôs the bad news. Hereôs the good. The day 

Dr. Arnall designated as being the bottom of 

the pit was the third Monday of January ï  

January 20th, to be exact. 

And whatôs the good news? Well, what Dr. 

Arnall calls ñBlue Mondayò coincides with the 

Presidential Inauguration Day in the United 

States. New President. Transfer of power.  

Executive orders. 

Donôt you feel better now? Guess it depends 

on how you voted, right? 

Christians who know the Savior arenôt  

immune from dark and depressing days. We 

know that having Jesus as our Redeemer 

doesnôt mean every day of our lives will be 

filled with blue skies and rose gardens. 

No matter what we may hear elsewhere, Jesus 

never promised that. 

But that doesnôt mean Jesus leaves us helpless 

or hopeless. With Christ by our side, weôre 

able to weather the storms, pass through the 

dark valleys and know, because of Him, we 

are conquerors and more than conquerors. Not 

even death can bring us down to a place so 

low Jesus canôt help. 

Because all this is so is the reason I selected 

this monthôs Bible verse: ñThis is the day (and 

New Year) the Lord has made; let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.ò (And we can, you know.) 

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, for being 

with us always, we give thanks to You. May 
our days reflect Your ongoing presence and 

power, and may this day, and new year, be 

filled with gladness in You. In Your Name. 

Amen. 

Pastor Karner 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

New Adult Membership Class 

Are you thinking about becoming a member of 

Immanuel Lutheran Church? Do you have a 

spouse, or a friend, who might be interested? 

Are you a life-long Lutheran who would like 

to wipe away the cobwebs from your Lutherôs 

Small Catechism? If so, then we have the class 

for you! 

On Sunday, January 12, Pastor Karner will 

begin a new 12-session adult membership 

class entitled, ñGod For Us: An Introduction to 

Lutheran Teaching.ò The 75-minute class will 

meet every Sunday night, from 6:45 ï 8:00, in 

the basement of the Immanuel Lutheran Old 

School building. If youôre interested in attend-

ing, please contact the church office. Child 

care (ages 2-12) can be provided. 
 

Pastoral ñTHANK YOUò! 

Renee and I would like to thank the members 

of Immanuel for your gracious gifts this holi-

day season. It reminds us of what a privilege it 

is to serve among you. May God bless each of 

you in this new year, as together we continue 

to celebrate His ultimate Gift ï our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 
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ñGod is Differentò 
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The Lutheran Witness subscription 

for 2025 is $20.60. 

Please have your subscription in by  

Saturday, February 1.

Please make sure to pick up your 2025 contribution 

envelopes located in the Church/School lobby.  If you 

do not see your envelopes or would like to contribute 

using an envelope, please contact Dawn Milano, our 

Financial Secretary.  You may do so by leaving a note 

in the Financial Secretary slot in the church office or 

by e-mail at dawn.milano@comcast.net. 

Youth Group 

 The youth of Immanuel will once again be 

collecting your returnable cans and bottles  

during the month of January! 

 Please leave them in the kitchen near the 

gym.  Thank you for your support! 

January Bottle Return 

Dear beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 

to include your dear Pastor Karner, 

I simply want to say "Thank you!" to all 

of you for your loving-kindness and sup-

port to me as your fellow servant in Christ 

and as pastor serving your neighboring 

church at Holy Trinity in Terryville.  These years have 

flown by, and I will cherish the many times that we were 

able to share together in so many different ways.  I always 

loved leading the Emmaus Walkers Bible Study, helping 

Pastor Karner at the Easter Vigil Service, assisting him 

with visitation for a time, being highly involved with the 

Central CT Lutherans For Life Chapter, attending a good 

number of your special worship services, all those wonder-

ful meals and luncheons, stopping in to say "Hi!" to Pastor 

Karner and the office staff, and so many other things over 

the past 19 years.  And I want to also express my gratitude 

for your continued support of and volunteerism with our 

Orphan Grain Train - New England Branch.   

I was blessed incredibly through you!  There is so much I 

would like to share with you, but I want you to know that I 

thank God for you and your fellowship in the name of  

Jesus Christ.   

Peace and joy to you in Jesus as we continue to celebrate 

His coming at His incarnation and birth and throughout the 

upcoming Epiphany season!  

Merry Christmas and a blessed new year in the Lord! 

Pastor Joel Kotila 

P.S.  If you might ever desire to send Kari and me a note, 

here is our address starting January 7th (2025): 

Rev. Joel D. and Kari Lee Kotila 

W193N16340 Lea Fon Circle 

Jackson, WI  53037 

 

Please join us weekly at the Parish Center.    

CARDS  Every Monday at 

1:00 pm.  Open to all adults.  

Please join us for an afternoon 

of laughs. 

Walking every Tuesday at 9:00 weather permitting, 

and Walk and Talk at 9:30 am.   All are welcomed.  

We are a fun group ï we even laugh!  Snacks and 

coffee provided.  Please join us. 

If anyone in the church would like a visit from the 

Parish Nurse, please contact me. If someone is being 

admitted to the hospital or having surgery, please let 

me know.  

Godôs Blessings, 

Roberta Kuhr RN BSN FCN 

Join us on the 2nd Tuesday  

of each month,  

January 14,  

at BARC - 12:30 pm.  

Join us and bring a friend.  

LUNCH  

at  

BARC  

Womenôs Bible Study  

Tuesday, January 7 and 21 at 

noon. Bring a lunch, and join us for 

a Bible Study in the Parish Center. 

mailto:dawn.milano@comcast.net
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Blessings for a Happy, Healthy New Year 2025 to all our "over 

age 50" members and friends! 

We held our last event of the year, our Christmas Party, on Thurs-

day, December 5, on the second floor of the Max 4 Restaurant on 

Middle Street. We welcomed almost 50 folks, but because of 

the snow we missed a few, although we did welcome quite a few 

"first timers" to our lunch. We all enjoyed the buffet food, fellow-

ship, Christmas songs, door prizes and fun, but the best part 

was  having the Reads provide the music.  Thank you to Kevin 

and Diane Read who sang for us and  played for our sing-a-long 

and shared their wonderful musical talents with us.  We also  

recognized many of our special lunch volunteers that make our 

monthly lunches happen; we would also like more volunteers in 

2025. Thanks go to David Hintz who took photos during our party 

that you can view in our glass-enclosed bulletin boards by the 

gym entrance.  

We do not hold any lunches in the winter months due to the  

uncertain weather and safety concerns. Hope to see you and  

greet you in church on Sundays, and if you enjoying playing 

cards, come on  Mondays at 1 pm to the Parish Center for some 

fun.   HAPPY NEW YEAR !!  
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Women of Immanuel 

 Our Christmas Potluck Lunch Meeting was held on 

Saturday, December 7, at noon in the old school base-

ment.  It was a little chilly without heat, but with hot 

food and great fellowship everyone had a great time.  

President Claudia Bishop welcomed all sixteen mem-

bers in attendance to our wonderful buffet lunch and a 

brief, meaningful devotion.   

Thank you to everyone for supporting our coffee hour 

and German Festival bake sale.   

This year we were able to give the following gifts: 

 Steeple Fund - $500 

 Orphan Grain Train - $100 

 Hope Pregnancy Center - $100 

 Immanuelôs Radio Ministry - $100 

 Parish Nurse Roberta Kuhr - $100  

 Immanuel Lutheran School - $100 

 A special thank you to Claudia Bishop for keeping 

this important group together. 

Remember, all women of Immanuel are welcome.  Our 

next meeting will be in April; watch for news in the 

Sunday bulletin.   
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Dear Immanuel Lutheran Church Members and Friends, 

December was a busy month as our students prepared for our annual Christmas pageant.  The program was well attended and 

the students did a great job sharing the story of Jesusô birth!  We also received some generous donations from those in  

attendance for the handbell refurbishment happening in the spring, and a thank you goes out to all who made contributions  

to this worthy ministry.     

We also had some opportunities to give back to the community by helping out with the police department toy drive, and by 

raising money to help fund research and awareness for childhood cancer at the Connecticut Childrenôs Medical Center.   

Several of our middle school students worked hard academically this last trimester and made the honor roll.  High Honors 

was achieved by Megan Carter, and Honors was achieved by Blake Gorneault, Nicholas Haddon, Robert Rulewicz III,  

Jilleen Sugrue, Noah Edwards, Maria Lanchi, Ava Mendoza, David Werner, and Liam White-Lancaster.   

Congratulations go out to all of these students and we hope they continue to strive for academic excellence!! 

We are thankful for all that God is doing in our school, and we pray that he will continue to guide us and lead us in the way 

we should go as we enter into a new year.   

Yours in Christ, 

Debbie Krueger 

From the Principalõs Desk 

 

Immanuelõs K-8  

Christmas Program 
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The Immanuel Lutheran Church Digital Photography Club 

The Pause Button of Life  

We donõt remember days, we remember Moments 

Join us!  

Our next meeting is 

Tuesday, January 7th, 

at 7:00pm in the  

Parish Center. 

A photograph is the pause button of life. It captures a moment in time.  It can be a picture of something 

no one else but you can truly see and feel.  It becomes a picture of a memory. A memory is a way of 

holding on to the things you love, the things you care about, the things you enjoyed. é the things you 

never want to lose. Some photographs also teach a lesson;   
  Sometimes we donôt recognize the true value of the moment until it becomes a memory. 


